Aetat.oo.j          The future life of brutes.                    <>i
loves you.' Thinking that I now had him in a corner, and being' solicitous for the literary fame of my country, 1 pressed him for his opinion on the merit of Dr. Kobrrt-son's History of Scotland. But, to my surprise, lu- rsfaprtl, —'Sir, I love Robertson, and I won't talk of his book1/
It is but justice both to him and Dr. Robertson l«> ;ultl, that though he indulged himself in this sally of wit, he had too good taste not to be fully sensible of the merits of that admirable work.
An essay, written by Mr. Dunne, a divine of tin- Church of England, maintaining the future life of brutes, by an explication of certain parts of the scriptures3, was mentioned, ami the doctrine insisted on by a gentleman who stvnu-d foml i»f curious speculation. Johnson, who did not like to lu'.ir of anything concerning a future state which was not authiiri-.tnl by the regular canons of orthodoxy, discmiiMiu-d tin-. I,ilk ; and being offended at its continuation, he watelu-d .m «»p portunity to give the gentleman a blow of ivptvhm'.ttm. Sn, when the poor speeulatist, with a serious mctaphy.'-ic.il pt'ii sive face, addressed him,' Hut really, Sir, when we -.tv a vny sensible dog, we don't know what to think of him ;' Jnlm-.nu, rolling with joy at the thought which beamed in hi-, ryr, turned quickly round, and replied, ' True, Sir: and uhrit u<* see a very foolish fellow, we don't know what In think i»t him' He then rose up, strided to the fnv, and -.toml \m some time laughing and exulting.
I told him that I had several times, when in Italy. M-I-M th«-experiment of placing a scorpion within a circle ul lim-mit;; coals; that it ran round and round in extreme* pain ; ami I'uul ing no way to escape, retired to the centre*, and likr .t trttr Stoick philosopher, darted its sting into its hr.ul, ami HUH .it
1 Sec post, April 30,1773, April ac;, 1778, ;uul Ort. tu, ijr/a a An Essay on the l-'tttitre Life <>/ /irutss.   By Kit-hard t )«%ui. t 'ur.tif of Middlcton, Manchester, 1767.    Tfu- -purl of tlir Sni|itufr>i' mi which the author chiefly relic.H is thr /•./«///• fa tit? A'.WA//^, viii, i»f 23.   He also finds support fur hm bdh'f in ' ihosr paw;tK««.i \\\ /•,/;,,/, where the prophet spwika of new Hcavwm, untl si ww Kurth. ut ih«-Lion as eating straw like tin: Ox, &c/    Vol. ii. pp. x, 4.just to name Baco: and Montesquieu.'                              3 See post, May 8 and 13, 1778.
